Historic Description of Grant House
From script dated 4-4-87, in possession of Clark County Historical Museum
Though we call this building the Grant House, Ulysses S. Grant never lved in it. He lived in the
lower garrison as an Assistant Quartermaster. The house in which he actually lived was located
where Highway 14 joins I-5.
This building was erected in 1849 when the American military contingent first arrived. It was
the Post Commander’s Headquarters. Later, it served as an Officer’s Club and Bachelor
Quarters. When the wow is established, the Grant House will be returned to the club use; plans
call for its restoration to the period when it served in that capacity, and it will become a business
club.
This style is reminiscent of the French Colonial. The Parasol roof and double verandah are
features we see on early French buildings in Louisiana. This style, by the way, was used by the
military for many years.
One of the most significant events to occur during the early days when this building served as the
Commanding Officer’s Headquarters was the outbreak of Indian Wars during 1855. During this
period, the post commander had to serve as the commissary and the quartermaster too. Rufus
Ingalls had returned to his post here, and had to deal with the fact that the Indian Wars were
necessitating more supplies and materials—more than the Treasury Department was willing to
fund in such a hurry. A small scandal erupted within the U.S. Third Auditor discovered that
Ingalls’ solution paying the local creditors had been to give out certificates and to borrow the
deposits of men who had left money in the Company’s safekeeping.
The Grant House was built of logs, and it is was not weatherboarded and painted until 1856.
Shutters and window and door casings were added at that time too. It was not until 1856 that the
pine board interior walls were papered with a layer of cloth, a layer of wallpaper, and a border,
as was the fashion of the time.
Painting was no easy chore in those days. The post ordered ingredients and mixed the paint here
on site. Ingredients called for in several of the Quartermaster reports we have are: linseed oil,
turpentine, Japan dryer, white zinc and white lead, and then coloring agents such as sienna burnt,
chrome yellow, Prussian blue, English vermillion, and ochre yellow. These lists help us
recognize that these houses have not always been white.
Architects planning the restoration of the house have found some of these early papers on
upstairs bedroom walls. They are very typical of Greek Revival design, a fashion in architecture
at that time.
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On September 20, 1852, Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885), then a 30-year-old Brevet Captain, later
a famed Civil War general and United States President, arrives with the 4th Infantry regiment at
Columbia Barracks, a U.S. Army base on the Columbia River. The base, later called Fort
Vancouver and then Vancouver Barracks, is located next to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Fort
Vancouver trading post, within the present-day city of Vancouver, Clark County. Grant spends
the next 15 months as regimental quartermaster at the base.
Captain Grant’s 4th Infantry regiment left Benicia, California, where it had been stationed for
several months, on September 14, 1852, in the steamer Columbia and arrived at Columbia
Barracks on September 20, 1852. The army had established the base in 1849, at the site of the
existing Hudson’s Bay Company post, strategically located on the north bank of the Columbia a
few miles above the mouth of the Willamette River on the opposite side. Situated on a fertile
prairie above the river, with sweeping views of the river, forests, and mountains, the base was an
agreeable posting for Grant.
Along with two other officers and some clerks, Grant lived in "Quartermaster’s Ranch," an
imposing, two-story home with high ceilings and a porch on three sides, which was prefabricated
in New England and shipped around Cape Horn in sections. It was the finest building on the
base, and in Grant’s opinion in all of Oregon Territory. Even the base commander lived in a
chinked log cabin, while the home of Grant and his fellow officers became the base’s social
center. Contrary to legend, Grant did not actually live in the log structure called the "Grant
House," which is now a museum at the Fort Vancouver National Historical site, although he
spent time there since it was the regimental headquarters.
In addition to his quartermaster’s duties, Grant spent his days playing cards and socializing with
fellow officers, and taking long horseback rides along the Columbia, and down the Willamette to
Portland and Oregon City. In January 1853, he and his friend Captain Rufus Ingalls were the first
of the season to walk across the frozen Columbia River. Grant enjoyed the Northwest, and would
have liked to have his family, which consisted then of his wife Julia and two sons, join him.
However, the cost of living in the region was too high to maintain a family on his army salary.
Like many soldiers of his day, Grant attempted to go into business for himself on the side.
However, in a pattern that would be repeated throughout his life, the business ventures he
entered with fellow officers proved to be failures despite his high expectations for them. The
officers cut ice on the Columbia and shipped it to San Francisco for sale, but it melted before
arrival. They rounded up cattle and pigs to ship to San Francisco, but lost money on the
enterprise. They leased land and started a farm, but a river flood wiped out most of the crops.
They rented space in a San Francisco hotel to run a billiard club, but the manager they hired
absconded with their money.

In early 1854, Grant was transferred from Fort Vancouver and assigned to Fort Humboldt in
northern California. Within a few months, he resigned from the army. He did not serve again
until the Civil War broke out. During his 15 months in the Northwest, both Grant and the region
underwent changes. In March 1853, while Grant was stationed there, Washington Territory was
created from the portion of Oregon Territory north of the Columbia River. And in the first letter
he wrote his wife from the newly created Territory, Grant reported on his growing beard, which
he had started when he left California, and which would characterize his appearance for the
remainder of his life.
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